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To know Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit 

and to make Him known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity's Statement of Purpose



3 | P a g e  
 

Our Church Family 
We see ourselves as a warm, welcoming, and caring fellowship of Christians.  In 

our recent survey the great majority of respondents mentioned that their initial 

attraction to Trinity Church lay in the friendly welcome they received and the 

ongoing attention paid to them as they continued to attend worship services 

and events. 

We are a worship-centered, prayerful church.  The survey revealed a high 

degree of satisfaction with the way we currently worship.  Liturgically and 

theologically, Trinity Church is comfortable in the Anglican mainstream, 

incorporating traditional and renewal aspects of worship.   

Our Location 
 
 

 

Trinity Church is in Pinopolis, South Carolina, on a lovely three-

mile peninsula that extends northward from the southern shore of 

Lake Moultrie.  This quaint historic village is purely residential 

with a population of approximately 1,300 people.   

 

The adjacent city of Moncks Corner is a rapidly growing community that 

declares itself “The Lowcountry’s Hometown.”  The current population within 

the city limits is approximately 22,000, while the 29461 ZIP code, spanning 160 

square miles, is recorded at approximately 43,000. 

Moncks Corner is the county seat of Berkeley County, which boasts the largest 

landmass of any county in the state and is South Carolina’s 8th largest county 

with a population of 270,000.  (Berkeley County is larger than Rhode Island.) 

Historic downtown Charleston, founded in 1670, is 37 miles to the south and 

offers innumerable cultural activities.  It is the number one attraction for people 

visiting South Carolina and is one of the top tourist destinations not only in the 

Southeast, but in the entire United States.  Several popular beaches are located 

near Charleston, including Sullivan’s Island, Isle of Palms, and Folly Beach. 
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our ChurCh’s hisTory 
People on plantations in the Black Oak neighborhood attended the parish 

church, Biggin, and in 1845 erected a “chapel of ease” in Pinopolis.  It was 

consecrated as “Trinity Church – Black Oak” in 1847. 

During the construction of Lakes Marion and Moultrie, old Black Oak Church 

was sold to the South Carolina Public Service Authority and was torn down.  

The materials from the old church structure and the $7,000 received from its 

purchase were used to build Trinity Church’s former Parish Hall in 1944.  This 

building is now called Black Oak Hall and is used for various small group 

gatherings.  It still contains a small but usable kitchen.  

In 1967 parishioners made the difficult decision of tearing down the original 

1800’s wooden church building, which had been deemed unsafe.  The present 

brick structure was erected in 1970.  (The white pews from old Black Oak still 

grace our surroundings, providing warm and welcoming places to sit outside 

our current Parish Hall.) 

In 1988 the growth of the Trinity Church congregation led to parish status, and 

plans were made for the construction of a new Parish Hall.  In September of 

1989, Hurricane Hugo devastated both the peninsula of Pinopolis and the 

community of Moncks Corner.  On Sunday, two days after Hugo hit, the parish 

family made their way through thousands of downed trees and endless debris to 

worship together in a church with no electricity but structurally unharmed. 

Hearts were heavy, but as a lone guitarist played “O God, Our Help in Ages 

Past,” we stood together and sang, celebrating the things that remain forever 

unchangeable. 

Despite the hardships brought on by 
this natural disaster, the building 
program known as “Hearthfire” began, 
and over $400,000 was donated 
toward this project.  In 1993 Hearthfire 
was completed, adding a Narthex and 
Choir Loft in the sanctuary and a 
spacious new Parish Hall with a large 
kitchen, offices, restrooms, and a 
nursery.  A lovely colonnade connects 
the Church to the Parish Hall.  

 
Black Oak 2026 
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our Parish Life 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 

Our Sunday service is a joyful celebration, primarily of the Holy Eucharist.  On 

any month with a fifth Sunday, we use Morning Prayer.  Our choir and praise 

band typically alternate Sundays in providing music for services with 

occasional collaboration that blends both traditional and contemporary music 

into a service. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 

➢ Breakfast in the Parish Hall at 8:30 AM 

➢ Adult Education at 9:00 AM 

➢ Worship Service at 10:00 AM 

 

A welcoming, colorful nursery is conveniently located off the hallway of our 

Parish Hall with childcare provided by a paid, dedicated nursery worker.  It 

saddens us that currently there are not always babies and young children 

present on Sunday mornings, but with the relatively recent arrival of some 

young families, we are hopeful that our nursery will soon once again be used on 

a regular basis. 
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For many decades Trinity Church parishioners have enjoyed delicious hot 

breakfasts amid the finery of paper plates and plastic forks.  Our male cook 

teams rotate from week to week, and in the past year some of the wives of cook 

team members have joined in the mix as welcome additions to the teams.  

During the summer we traditionally change to the lighter fare of continental 

breakfasts. 

At 9:00 AM, following breakfast, our 

priest has provided an excellent Bible 

study lesson on the appointed 

Lectionary readings.  Those who wish to 

participate remain in the Parish Hall 

while other parishioners leave to go to 

another adult Christian Ed. Class in our 

classroom building behind Black Oak 

Hall.  This class is led alternately by lay 

people in a Bible study format. 

WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES 

There are two Bible studies currently offered at Trinity Church during the week.  

On Tuesday mornings, about 25-30 ladies meet in the Parish Hall for a 90-

minute Bible study class. About three-fourths of this group, which has met 

together for many years, consists of ladies from Trinity Church, but in recent 

years we have been blessed to gain members from other churches in Pinopolis 

and Moncks Corner.   

On Sunday evenings, another Bible study group meets in one of our classrooms.  

It is led by our retired Deacon, The Rev. William (Chip) Holmes, who is a 

motorcycle enthusiast. While it is called a “biker” Bible study, it is always open 

to everyone, including families.  This staunch group of believers distributes free 

Bibles throughout the community. 

There are other small groups within our parish who meet at various homes or 

restaurants and include Bible study/devotions in their fellowship time. 

OTHER GROUPS AND GATHERINGS 

On Monday afternoons, a group of ladies from Trinity Church and beyond who 

identify themselves as “FIBER ENTHUSIASTS” meet in the Parish Hall to sew, 

knit, crochet, and cross stitch, enjoying each other’s company and developing 

friendships as sisters in Christ as they work on their various projects.  
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A group of Bridge enthusiasts from Pinopolis and Moncks Corner has begun 

meeting twice monthly in the Parish Hall. Organized by Trinity Church 

members, this group is growing as a welcome offering to the local community. 

LAY MINISTRIES 

   

❖ Five two-person teams of LAY EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS (LEMs) serve 

at each Sunday service and can take the Eucharistic elements to shut-ins 

and to those who may temporarily be unable to attend services. 
 

❖ Our ALTAR GUILD consists of four teams of ladies that serve on a 

monthly rotation.  They take joy in setting the altar and keeping our 

Communion silver and linens in pristine condition and our brass 

polished.  These small tasks are always begun with prayer and completed 

for the honor of the Lord Jesus. 
 

❖ Our talented FLOWER GUILD teams, which also rotate monthly, provide 

us with lovely arrangements each Sunday throughout the year. 
 

❖ The CHOIR, consisting of about 12 singers, has been led for many years 

by our dedicated Director, a retired chorus teacher who donates her time 

and her talent as an excellent organist and pianist to conduct weekly 

practices and to lead us in worship. 
 

❖ Our PRAISE BAND is a talented group of volunteer musicians who 

provide a variety of contemporary music with vocalists accompanied by 

guitars, piano, and drums.  They practice weekly, committed to 

enhancing our Sunday services twice a month. 
 

The Trinity Church Pinopolis Chapter of DAUGHTERS OF THE KING 

(DOK), established in 2005, take vows that include a daily Rule of Prayer 

and Service.  They meet every other month for food, fellowship, a 

devotional study, and an extended period of intercessory prayer.  They 

receive email prayer requests and have a prayer chapel box in the 
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Narthex of the church where parishioners can place written prayer 

requests, either signed or anonymous. Every DOK member serves in one 

or more lay ministries at Trinity Church. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

❖ Our once-thriving CURSILLO ministry has lapsed somewhat in the past 

decade and “took a hit” due to Covid and the loss of Camp St. Christopher.  

We hope to get back into more active Cursillo participation in the coming 

year.  Trinity Church had participants at the very first Cursillo weekend 

in South Carolina, and that participation continued at countless Cursillo 

weekends since.  Numerous parish members have also served as Cursillo 

team members over the decades.  
 

❖ *Small “TLC teams” of ladies do our best to stay “tuned in” to the needs of 

our parish family.  Whether it’s the joyful homecoming of a mom and a 

new baby, the return home from a stay in the hospital, or a death in the 

family, we try to ensure that good food is prepared and delivered to the 

household in need.   

FELLOWSHIP / SPECIAL EVENTS and SERVICES 

Fellowship has always been an important part of our parish life throughout the 

church year at Trinity Church.  These dinners, picnics, and other various 

gatherings strengthen friendships and build family bonds in casual settings.  

Over the years, individuals and families have been invited to come “just for” a 

social event, a concert, or an evening dinner and teaching, only to become 

permanent members of the parish. 

         

❖ During ADVENT, we gather on Wednesday evenings as parishioners 

bring soup, salad, and bread to share.  Afterward, we enjoy a time of 

teaching and discussion that helps to prepare us for the celebration of the 

birth of our Savior. 
  

❖ LESSONS AND CAROLS is a special musical offering by the Trinity 

Church Choir that teaches the story of Jesus’ birth through song. 
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❖ CHRISTMAS EVE begins in the Parish Hall 30 minutes prior to the 

service as we enjoy birthday cake for Jesus.  Parishioners and visitors 

pack the sanctuary – often with out-of-town family members.  The 

church is at its loveliest, having been decorated beforehand with fresh 

greenery and dozens of poinsettias, donated in memory or honor of loved 

ones and friends. We anticipate a powerful sermon and beautiful music 

and are never disappointed. The service ends in candlelight with “Silent 

Night,” and we leave, celebrating that “Christ, our Savior, is born!” 

 

❖ The PANCAKE SUPPER has become a Pinopolis community-wide 

event as we put out a banner and welcome everyone to join us in the 

Parish Hall on Shrove Tuesday.  Mountains of pancakes and stacks of 

sausage are cooked on “Fat Tuesday” evening by members of our 

breakfast teams while a few Mardi Gras-inspired parishioners don 

colorful beads and striking outfits. 

 

❖ Our ASH WEDNESDAY service the following evening is usually well 

attended, and each Wednesday evening for the duration of the Lenten 

season, we gather for a simple meal and a thirty-minute teaching, 

followed by small group discussion.  A central theme flows through the 

weekly teachings as we seek to prepare our hearts for Holy Week and 

Easter. 
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❖ MAUNDY THURSDAY and GOOD FRIDAY evening services are 

powerful and important components of our Holy Week worship. 
 

❖ Worship on EASTER SUNDAY morning at Trinity Church traditionally 

begins in a darkened sanctuary – all shutters closed – as the 

congregation waits for the sound of sanctus bells coming from the choir 

loft.  As choir voices begin singing, “Hear the bells ringing…!  He is 

risen!” the shutters are opened from the outside, and the sanctuary is 

gradually flooded with light.  The chorus of alleluias ends, the light of the 

risen Christ has symbolically entered, and the opening hymn begins an 

always joyful and moving service. 

After church, family pictures are 

taken in the lovely flower garden 

outside the Parish Hall.  One of 

our parishioners generously 

develops these photos as a gift to 

the people of the congregation 

and any visitors who wish to be 

included. 

 

NEW EVENTS 

This year, the DOK organized a “PRAYER WALK” around the Trinity Church 

buildings and grounds. As parishioners gathered in the early evening, various 

lay people offered a prayer for every area of the parish, often highlighting the 

ministries that take place at each “stop.”  We concluded with a time of fellowship 

in the Parish Hall where desserts and drinks were provided. 

 

Our former priest, The Reverend 

Mary Ellen Doran, encouraged us to 

create an area with a FIRE PIT, 

which has provided evenings of 

wonderful fellowship, food, and 

sometimes an outdoor movie.  
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Pastor Mary Ellen also began a monthly LADIES’ NIGHT OUT at a local 

restaurant, which we are confident will continue in the future.  This is purely a 

‘fun’ gathering to which we are encouraged to invite friends and neighbors.  

News about our families, information about church and community events, 

friendly chatter, and plenty of laughter are shared in a casual atmosphere. 

Community Outreach 
❖ Our OUTREACH COMMITTEE takes the responsibility of providing 

for those in need in our surrounding communities.  Requests for 

assistance (electric bills, rent, food) that come into the church office are 

referred to by this committee, which reviews the requester’s situation and 

available funding.  Inquiries and assistance are logged into the Charity 

Tracker system, which records recipient information for the purpose of 

coordinating among multiple agencies.  Guidelines are in place. 
 

❖ FEED BERKELEY, located in Moncks Corner, is a featured program 

providing free food distribution (www.feedberkeley.org.) Trinity Church 

members participate in this food bank program with other churches in 

the county.  The creation of this larger food bank, rather than individual 

church food banks, makes it possible to offer food every Saturday 

morning to many more county residents than was formerly feasible.  

Some Trinity Church members volunteer to receive and sort the food one 

Friday afternoon each month while others are there the following 

Saturday morning to distribute the food.  One of our members is board 

chair of this organization. 
 

❖ GRIEF SHARE is a nationally known 13-week grief recovery support 

group that meets in Black Oak Hall.  Organized and led by one of our 

parishioners, this program is offered twice a year at Trinity Church and 

has helped countless people find healing in a “safe, comforting place” 

where they can find “support, direction, and guidance on how to make it 

through.”  We are blessed that quite a few Grief Share participants have 

become members of Trinity Church. 
 

❖ HOPE REPAIR, a ministry that began in 2009 at Pointe North Church, 

assists families who are unable to remain “safe, warm, and dry” in their 

homes.  Several Trinity Church members involved in this ministry 

volunteer one Saturday of each month to perform basic home repairs as 

well as the building of wheelchair ramps for the disabled or elderly.  

Trinity Church supports this ministry with donations. 
 

http://www.feedberkeley.org/
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❖ At Christmas time, donations from Trinity Church parishioners support 

both the Samaritan’s Purse OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

project and the local ANGEL TREE project for foster children. 

WHAT WE HAVE TO OFFER 

❖ A church dedicated to the preaching and study of the Bible as truth and to 

following the teachings of Jesus Christ 
 

❖ A welcoming parish family with hearts open to serve in Jesus’ name 
 

❖ A congregation comprised of dedicated leadership, faithful volunteers, 

and talented musicians 
 

❖ Beautiful and well-maintained buildings and grounds that lend 

themselves to a variety of church and community programs and 

activities 
 

❖ A growing community in one of the most attractive locations in the state 
 

❖ Many of the best aspects of a historic small-town church in a rapidly 

developing region 
 

❖ Enthusiasm for growth through community involvement and outreach 

Our Community and What It Offers 

Educational Opportunities 

Schools in the town limits of Moncks Corner: 

PUBLIC:   

Two K-5 Elementary Schools  

Berkeley Middle School for Grades 6-8 

Berkeley High School for Grades 9-12 

PRIVATE: 

St. John’s Christian Academy K-12   

(There are other elementary, middle, and high schools within the 29461 ZIP 

code.) 
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Nearby colleges and universities include: 

Charleston Southern University, The Citadel (Military College of South 

Carolina), The College of Charleston, and Trident Technical College, which has a 

newly expanded Moncks Corner campus.  

Medical Facilities 

Both Roper Hospital and Trident Hospital have 24-hour Emergency Room 

facilities in Moncks Corner along with doctors’ offices, imaging services, and 

more.  Roper Berkeley, a full-service hospital which recently doubled its bed 

count from 50 to 100, is located at Carnes Crossroads between Moncks Corner 

and Summerville, a 15-minute drive from the center of Moncks Corner.  Many 

doctors and specialists have opened offices in the Carnes Crossroads area. 

Recreational Opportunities 

The new Moncks Corner Recreation Complex on Main Street provides programs 

and playgrounds for all age groups.  The Recreation Department offers 

structured activities for our youth, including football, baseball, basketball, and 

soccer.  Many traveling sports teams come to Moncks Corner to use this 

impressive, well-equipped facility throughout the year.   

Moncks Corner’s Old Santee Canal Park encompasses 195 acres and 

commemorates the building of the first true canal in America.  It offers walking 

trails, wildlife viewing, canoeing, nature studies, summer camps for children, 

and many cultural activities for all ages.  It has also become a popular wedding 

venue.  The park’s Interpretive Center chronicles the area’s history as far back 

as 4,000 B.C.  It is the home of the Berkeley County Museum and Heritage 

Center. 

Lake Moultrie is famous for its striped bass fishing and is enjoyed by picnickers, 

swimmers, skiers, and boat enthusiasts.  Multiple opportunities also exist in our 

area for golf, tennis, and hunting.   

Mepkin Abbey, a Trappist Monastery just outside of Moncks Corner, was 

established in 1949 on the site of historic Mepkin Plantation, located on the 

Cooper River.  The stunning riverfront grounds are open to the public, and 

guided tours as well as various special events are offered.  There is also a lovely 

gift shop operated by community volunteers. The monks devote themselves to 

prayer, spiritual study, work, and hospitality.  Living by the work of their 

hands, they provide a livelihood for themselves and for the poor. 
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Christian Community 

Many different denominations are represented in the Moncks Corner area.  As 

friends and neighbors in a relatively small community, we enjoy the blessing of 

cooperation among congregations in providing for the entire community.  This 

is seen in a variety of charitable endeavors as well as in the weekly ecumenical 

services held during Lent, where members of all denominations gather at a 

central church location for a thirty-minute community worship service every 

Wednesday during the Lenten season.  At each weekly service, a minister from a 

local church preaches, lay people from that minister’s church provide a hot 

meal, and some choirs, including ours, sing an anthem.  

highlighTs of our CounTy’s Thriving EConomy 

❖ Berkeley County has brought in $1,000,000,000 in the last eight years, 

more revenue than any other county in the state. 
   

❖ Nearby Google is the biggest industry in South Carolina. 
 

❖ Major active employers include Boeing, Volvo, and Mercedes Benz. 
 

❖ Project Woodward, a battery recycling plant, is the largest in the state. 
 

❖ Newport News Shipbuilding, located on 45 acres in the Bushy Park 

Industrial Complex, is part of HII, the largest ship building and 

submarine builder in the United States. 

Nucor Steel Berkeley, located 20 miles away in Huger, SC, is an 8,000-acre 

facility that employs more than 1,000 people.  It has recently completed a $425 

million dollar expansion and produces 3.5 million tons of steel annually. 

2026 parish Survey & Budget 

Trinity Church is a stable congregation with 70% of our parishioners having 

been here more than 10 years. The survey explored various aspects of church 

life, including worship, Christian Education, spiritual life, pastoral care, 

outreach, parish life, and stewardship – both as they are today and as they 

might be in the future. It also asked what qualities and abilities parishioners’ 

thought were most important in a new rector.  

Trinity Church has a strong commitment to stewardship and has consistently 

had a large percentage of pledging members. We prioritize Outreach, Parish 

and Community Fellowship as well as Christian Education. 
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2026 Parish Survey Results and 2025/2026 Trinity Church Budget 

are available to candidates upon request. 

OUR HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

Many of us who came to Trinity Church decades ago as young parents with 

growing families are now grandparents who want to see that same growth in 

the future of our parish.  While we enjoy the traditions that have made Trinity 

Church unique, we – and all those who have since joined the parish family – are 

open to new leadership and ideas that will attract more individuals and young 

families.  We tell others about our church and delight in welcoming all who 

come through our doors.   

Because we are devoted to spreading the Gospel in our community and beyond, 

we need a priest who will help us to move forward toward that goal through 

Bible-based preaching and teaching and by encouraging us to step out in faith. 

It is our prayerful hope that all those who seek “TO KNOW JESUS, THE 
CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD, THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 
AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN” will find in us a purpose that is more than 
simply “words on paper” and will join us as we grow into even deeper 
relationship with Him. 
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Drawing by John Waddill 
Local Artist and longtime Trinity Church Member 


